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Attorney Docket No. AGZP: 1 1 5US 
U.S. Patent Application No. 10/709,189 
Reply to Office Action of September 6, 2005 
Date: January 6, 2006 

Amendments to the Drawings 

The attached sheet of drawings includes changes to Figs. 3 and 5. These sheets, which 
include Figs. 3-6, replace the original sheets including Figs. 3-6. In Figures 3 and 5, previously 
omitted element folding zone 20 has been identified. 
Attachment: Annotated Sheets Showing Changes 
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U.S. Patent Application No. 10/709,189 
Reply to Office Action of September 6, 2005 
Date: January 6, 2006 

Remarks 

Priority Document 

The Examiner acknowledged Applicant's claim for foreign priority based on European 
application EP 03425313.8. The Examiner states that Applicant has not filed a certified copy of 
the priority document as required by 35 U.S.C. § 119(b). Applicant respectfully traverses this 
statement and has attached in Appendix I proof of receipt by the USPTO of the priority 
document on July 19, 2004. Appendix I includes: 

1 . copy of the acknowledgement post card stamped as received by the 
Patent & Trademark Office on July 19, 2004 with the post card 
listing a certified copy of European Priority Patent Application No. 
EP 034253 13.8 as one of the items transmitted; 

2. copy of the above acknowledgment post card as originally filed; 

3. copy of Request for Correction to Filing Receipt requesting 
correction of the priority document number as shown on the 
original filing receipt; 

4. copy of the filing receipt received by the USPTO showing the 
correction to be made; 

5. copy of the cover page of the priority document. 

Applicant respectfully submits that the items included in Appendix I constitute proof that the 
USPTO has received and acknowledged receipt of the priority document as required under 35 
U.S.C. § 119(b). Applicant respectfully requests removal of the requirement to submit the 
previously submitted priority document. 
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Attorney Docket No. AGZP: 1 1 5US 
U.S. Patent Application No. 10/709,189 
Reply to Office Action of September 6, 2005 
Date: January 6, 2006 

Objection to Claim 5 

The Examiner objected to Claim 5 as depending from claim 4 rather Claim 1. Applicant 
respectfully submits that claim 5 properly depends from Claim 4 and respectfully traverses this 
objection and requests withdrawal of the objection. 

Applicant respectfully notes that Claim 5 includes the limitation "said at least one support 
for each of said pair of folding rollers further comprises a relative bearing arranged to contact 
said folding roller at said operatively connected ends." Claim 4 also includes the claim element 
"operatively connected ends" which is not included in Claim 1. Claim 4 claims the embodiment 
in which both the first and second counter rotating rollers include at least a first and second 
cylindrical body coaxial to each other and "operatively connected" along the cylindrical axes to 
those cylindrical bodies. Claim 5 depends directly from Claim 4 and indirectly from Claim 1 
and claims the embodiment in which the at least one support first claimed in Claim 1 has a 
bearing and contacts the folding roller at the operatively connected ends. This embodiment is 
shown in Figure 5 showing folding roller 1 comprising first cylindrical body 1' and second 
cylindrical body 1". This is also described in paragraph 0030 of the specification. Applicant 
respectfully points out that in Figure 5 support 10 is shown contacting folding roller 1 at the 
operative connection between first cylindrical body 1' and second cylindrical body 1". Because 
Claim 5 contains the element "operatively connected ends" as claimed in Claim 4, Applicant 
respectfully requests reconsideration and removal of the informal objection to Claim 5. 

Amendment to the Specification 

Applicant has amended paragraph 0027 of the specification to add a description of 
folding zone 20. Folding zone 20 includes the area of the folding roller that holds the folding 
elements. This amendment is made to particularly describe that portion of the folding roller that 
holds the folding elements. Because this part of the structure was first disclosed in the drawings 
as originally filed, particularly as seen in Figures 3 and 5, this amendment adds no new matter. 


Amendment to the Drawings 
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Applicant has attached as Appendix II a proposed amendment to the drawings in the form 
of annotated sheets showing changes. Specifically, Figures 3 and 5 have been amended to add 
reference number 20 which denotes the folding zone claimed in amended claim 1. Applicant 
respectfully submits that this is not new matter but merely defines a structure of the claimed 
invention that was present at the time in the drawings a at the time the application was originally 
filed. Applicant respectfully requests entrance of the amended drawings. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

The Examiner stated that Claim 3 would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. § 112, second paragraph set forth in the Office Action and to 
include all of the limitations of the base claim (Claim 1). Applicant respectfully notes that in the 
Reply filed July 1, 2005, the Examiner's rejection of Claim 3 under § 112, second paragraph 
were addressed. As no further rejections of Claim 3 were put forth in the current Office Action, 
Applicant assumes that rejection was satisfactorily addressed. Applicant has added new 
independent Claim 7 to the claims which incorporates the limitations of base Claim 1 and Claim 
3. Applicant respectfully requests allowance of new Claim 7. 

The g 102 (b) Rejections of Claims 1-5 

The Examiner rejected Claims 1-5 under 35 U.S.C. § 102 (b) as anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,147,273 to Rottman ("Rottman" or "the Rottman patent"). Applicant has amended 
Claims 1 and 4 and respectfully traverses the rejections of Claims 1-5 and requests 
reconsideration. 

"Every element of the claimed invention must be literally present arranged as in the 

claim." Richardson v. Suzuki Motor Co., 868 F.2d 1226, 1236 (Fed. Cir. 1989). (Emphasis 

added.) Applicant has amended independent Claim 1 to more particularly claim the 

arrangement and configuration of the claimed invention. Specifically, Applicant claims the 

invention in which the folding means are provided on a folding zone that is part of the overall 

length of each of the counter rotating folding rollers such that the stack of folded or interfolded 
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sheets falls and is folded within the folding zone. As seen in amended Figures 3 and 5, the 
folding zone (reference no. 20) is the area between the folding elements 3 on opposite ends of 
folding roller 1. In addition as claimed in amended Claim 1, the invention comprises at least one 
support positioned wjthin the folding zone. Applicant respectfully asserts that the Rottman 
patent only discloses a folding roller in which the supports are outside the folding zone which 
holds the folding elements. This is seen in figure 3 of Rottman in which roller 9 (8) is supported 
by frame 15. This is further described in the specification of the Rottman patent in col. 3, lines 
16-17 stating, "All of the rollers are supported in a machine frame 15 (FIG. 3)." (Emphasis 
added.) Consequently it can be seen that Rottman fails to disclose the invention as arranged in 
amended Claim 1 as it fails to disclose an arrangement in which the supports for the counter 
rotating rollers are within the folding zone. Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and 
allowance of amended Claim 1 . 

Claims 2-5 depend from Claim 1 and thus incorporate all the limitations of that claim. 
Because, as discussed above, the Rottman patent fails to anticipate all the elements of Claim 1, it 
also fails to anticipate Claims 2-5. Applicant respectfully requests the removal of the rejections 
of Claims 2-5 and passage to allowance of those claims. 

In addition, Applicant specifically traverses the rejection of amended dependent Claim 4 
as anticipated by Rottman. Claim 4 claims the embodiment in which the counter rotating rollers 
each include more than one cylindrical body. As claimed, the cylindrical bodies of each roller 
are aligned coaxially and connected to each other so as to rotate integrally. Rottman fails to 
disclose this embodiment as the Rottman patent only discloses a rotating folding roller with one 
cylindrical body. Consequently, the Rottman patent fails to anticipate Claim 4 as it fails to 
disclose each element of that claim. Applicant respectfully requests reconsideration and 
allowance of that claim. 

Claim 5 depends from Claim 4 and thus incorporates all the limitations of that claim. 
Because, as discussed above, the Rottman patent fails to anticipate all the elements of Claim 4, it 
also fails to anticipate Claims 5. Applicant respectfully requests the removal of the rejections of 
Claim 5 and allowance of that claim. 
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Conclusion 

Applicant respectfully submits that the present application is now in condition for allowance, 
which action is courteously requested. The Examiner is invited and encouraged to contact the 
undersigned attorney of record if such contact will facilitate an efficient examination and 
allowance of the application. 


Respectfully yours, 

C. Richard Lohrman 
Registration No. 46,878 
ATTORNEY FOR APPLICANT 
Simpson & Simpson PLLC 
5555 Main Street 
Williamsville, NY 14221 
Phone: (716) 626-1564 
Fax: (716)626-0366 


Dated: January 6, 2006 
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